Chapter XVII
DENMARK, AN OBJECT-LESSON WHICH SHOWS THAT A
SMALL COUNTRY MAY ENJOY CERTAIN ADVANTAGES
OVER LARGE ONES
UENMARK is such a tiny country, as modern nations go (it has
only about three and a half million inhabitants, of whom
750,000 live in the capital and its suburbs), that we might well
pass it by, if quantity rather than quality were of any real import-
ance in the affairs of men. But as an example of what can be made
out of indifferent material by the application of intelligence com-
bined with a sensible ideal of life (that" moderation in all things"
which the Greeks had proclaimed as the highest form of wisdom)
Denmark, as well as the other Scandinavian countries, deserves
special and most honourable mention.
For that country with its 16,000 square miles and its total lack
of natural resources, armies, navies, mines, or mountains (at no
point docs the country rise above 600 feet) is worth a dozen other
countries of infinitely greater size and more pretensions and
militaristic ambitions which I could1 mention if I felt so inclined.
The Danish people, entirely through their own efforts, have
lowered the illiteracy percentage to zero, they have made them-
selves the second richest country per head of all Europe, and they
have practically abolished both riches and poverty as they are
known in the rest of the world, establishing instead a balance of
average, moderate well-to-do-ness which is without an equal any-
where else.
Denmark, as one glance at the map will show you, is composed
of a peninsula and a number of islands separated from each other
by wide open sounds, across which the railway trains are carried
^ on ferries. Its, d^ate,ii^^                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                All winter long
a strong eastern wind is apt to blow across her flat fields, bringing